
I RECENTLY DID SOMETHING that some people 
might think of as impossible. 

I completed the 100-mile endurance paddleboard 
race, California River Quest. Some of my 

friends and family thought I was crazy for 
even trying it, but I needed the challenge. I 

needed to see if I could do it. I needed to 
see if it was possible. And it was. 

And while an endurance race isn’t 
anywhere near the depth of challenges 
that Rick and Luke have overcome, it 
still gave me a different perspective of 
just how hard the men and women in 
the Recovery Program have to work. 

Overcoming the trauma of homelessness 
and addiction is grueling and painful, and 

it can’t be done alone. 

I would have never been able to finish the 
100-mile race without support. I wouldn’t 

have made it without God giving me strength, 
people praying for me, and people cheering me on, 

supplying me with food and hydration along the way. 

Rick and Luke would have never gotten to the places they are at 
today alone. They would never be living in freedom if they didn’t have the right tools, 
access to a proven program, financial support, and the prayers of people like you.

You helped make their transformation possible. And together, I know we can keep 
doing it for more of the men and women in our community who are in desperate need. 

Rolf Geyling
President

535 East Yanonali Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93103

805-966-1316
sbrm.org
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Please give generously. 
So many of our neighbors are hopeless  

and in desperate need of help! 

Help Make the Impossible, Possible   

SEPTEMBER 2021

When you’re trapped in the cycle of 
decades of addiction and years of 
living on the street, it can feel like 
there’s no way to ever have a healthy, 
meaningful life. 

But you know that’s not true. You know 
that with God, anything is possible. 
And now, thanks to friends like you, 
Rick and Luke know it, too. 

They know that anyone can experience 
transformation because they’ve 
experienced it. 

Right now, there are others who  
are trapped in the despair and trauma 
of a painful, heartbreaking life. They 
need help to see that there is hope. 
They need help to see that new life  
is possible, even for them. 

You can help by sending a gift today. 

Each $70 you give will make sure that 
someone in desperate need doesn’t 
have to worry where they’ll sleep 
tonight or where their next meal is 
coming from. Even more important, 
your gift will offer new life by also 
sharing God’s love and providing 
counseling, job- and life-skills training, 
addiction recovery, and more for one 
person in our Recovery Program.

Your gift will help someone discover 
that even the “impossible” is possible 
with God and the support of caring 
people like you.

Recovery happens in relationships.

Each $70 provides a life-changing day of food, shelter, and recovery for one person! 

INSIDE:
We Need Each Other  |  3
“I never thought anyone could help me.”   |  4
Help Make the Impossible, Possible  |  6 sbrm.org

“ . . . Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,  
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and  

perfecter of faith.”  
Hebrews 12:1-2

PLEASE 

PLACE

STAMP

HERE

535 E. Yanonali St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93103-3254

A18091AZ

Postmaster: 

Please Deliver ASAP! 

535 East Yanonali Street  |  Santa Barbara, California 93103-3254  |  805-966-1316  |  sbrm.org

If you would like to charge your gift by credit card, please use reverse side or give via our secure website at sbrm.org/hope
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Help Make the “Impossible” Possible

(FullName)

(OrgName)

(Addr1)

(Addr2)

(City, State ZIP)

(barcode)

Dear (Salutationxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx),

I am thrilled to be sending you our Christmas newsletter. You’ll notice that it looks different 

than other newsletters you’ve gotten from Santa Barbara Rescue Mission. 

We redesigned it so that you could see more clearly the difference you are making. 

Inside as you might expect, we have updates for you on our construction and building 

campaign. God is faithful and wonderful things are happening. You can also learn what the 

Women’s Auxiliary is planning for Christmas and how you can help people in need during the 

holidays. This is a wonderful opportunity to share the joy and wonder of this time of year. 

What you might not expect to read is how landing in jail was the beginning of finding answers 

and meaning at Christmas. I think you’ll enjoy reading about Robyn’s story of how landing in the 

pokey (as she says it) was the beginning of a new family and a new life here at the Mission. She’s a 

powerful example of how God is using you to change lives for good.

Robyn is a unique but not unusual example of how people come to us mired in sin and 

heartbreak but find wholeness and a new life. Her life shows how every $XX.XX you give will change 

a life by providng meals, shelter and a full day of essential care. Even someone the world would 

think is hopeless can find a new life.  

       Meeting needs together,

 

       Rolf Geyling

       President

P.S. To help in time for Christmas, please send your gift by Dec. 20. Each $XX.XX you give 

provides a day of care (including meals and shelter) for someone like Robyn. 

You can also give your 
gift to 

change lives this
 Christmas securely 

at sbrm.org/give. 

I can hardly wait to 
hear what you think 
of the new newsletter! 

November 27, 2018

Yes, Rolf! I want to help someone else overcome years of devastating 

addiction, despair, and homelessness! I’m giving:  

m $_________ 

From:

 A Caring Neighbor

Each $70 you give provides a full day of food, shelter, counseling,  

and life-changing support for one person! 

The End That 
Became a BeginningWe 

Need Each 
Other 

           To give now, you can 
securely go online to: sbrm.org/hope

CAMPOUTON THECAMPOUTON THE

BAYOUBAYOUBAYOU

THE 20TH ANNUAL Benefit for the Santa Barbara Rescue Mission

SAVE THE DATE
OCTOBER 2, 2021, AT 2:00 P.M.

A Benefit for the Santa Barbara Rescue Mission
at the historic Rancho Dos Pueblos

 • Santa Barbara’s most popular
   Silent Auction with gifts and getaways

 • Tunes by The Idiomatiques

 • Campsite Dinner by Lorraine Lim Catering

For information, please contact Rebecca
at 805-966-1316, ext. 105 / rweber@sbrm.org

SAVE THE DATE: OCTOBER 2, 2021, AT 2:00 P.M.

535 East Yanonali Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93103
www.sbrm.org

CAMPOUTON THECAMPOUTON THE

BAYOUBAYOUBAYOU

L E S S  T H A N  O N E
M O N T H  A W AY: 

Saturday, 
October 2nd

“When I came to the Mission, all my private possessions and 
everything were in one handheld Tupperware container, one of 
those clear and blue ones.” —Rick 

BAM! The judge’s gavel hit the bench. Six months of court-
mandated sober living. Rick hung his head. He knew he 

needed it but being in his forties and having battled addiction 
for over thirty years, Rick knew it wasn’t enough. 

“I’m one of those that started smoking marijuana and 
drinking and things at the ripe old age of nine,” he 
says. “I could stop for periods of time. There were 
points in time where I could stay sober and clean 
for five months, six months. I just couldn’t stay 
stopped.”

When the 6-month verdict came, Rick begged 
for more time. The judge thought he was crazy, 
but Rick said he wanted to go to Santa Barbara 
Rescue Mission for our 12-Month Residential 
Recovery Program. 

He knew it was his last chance. 

“I was at the age where either this would work 
for me or I’d be done,” he says. “This was pretty 
much the end for me.” 

Continued inside...

We’re back at the historic 
Rancho Dos Pueblos in 
person for our 20th annual 
benefit, Camp out on the 
Bayou. 

This year we’re honoring 
Gerd Jordano with the Léni 
Fé Bland Award, there will 
be a silent auction with 
gifts and getaways, music 
by the Idiomatiques, and a 
campsite dinner! This year, 
we plan to have both online 
and in-person options as 
community guidelines allow.

To find out more visit: 
sbrm.org/bayou
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“Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’ ” — Matthew 19:26 

Rick called the Mission every day until he could get 
into the program. 

“I came in with ripped up shoes. My Vans had holes 
in them. I had long hair. My t-shirt had holes. I wasn’t 
expected to pull through, but I knew that if I stuck  
with it, that things would change and that’s what I  
was looking for. I needed that change.” 

But even when he started the Recovery Program, 
people weren’t sure he’d make it. 

“I was not expected to graduate, and I was not 
expected to stay sober throughout my program,”  
he says. 

Rick Proved Everyone Wrong
But Rick did graduate – 8 years ago, in 2013. While he 
was at the Mission, he got a job at a gas station, and 
since then has worked his way up to manager. 

“I now manage this store, and it’s my store, my shop. 
It’s a multi-million-dollar gas station.” 

Rick has stayed sober all these years and has found 
a whole new life – one that he never thought was 
possible. And to be honest, some of us at the Mission 
didn’t think would be possible either. But God and 
friends like you made the impossible, possible. 

Rick is not only sober with a great job, but he 
volunteers here at the Mission with our new residents, 
giving them hope that if he could experience this kind 
of transformation, they can too. 

On top of it all, Rick knows the healing he’s 
experienced would truly have been impossible without 
the support of people like you. 

“Thank you for everything you do, 
because without your donations, none of 
this could be possible,” he says. 

Continued from cover

The End That Became a Beginning
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“Being a graduate of the 
Mission has been the 

highlight of my life.” – Rick 

4th of July BBQ and Raffle Report 
This year’s 4th of July BBQ still looked a little different than it has in the 
past, but it was much closer to normal than last year. Without as many 
restrictions, we were able to have more activities, including a pie eating 
contest, a modified “dunk” tank, delicious BBQ, plus the Women’s Auxiliary 
provided plenty of wonderful fun raffle prizes for the guests to win. 

It was fun for all of us, but our homeless guests felt especially blessed. 

Luke’s dad was a drug addict. So is his brother. And so 
was he. 

“It’s just super sad,” he says. “We go through so much 
trauma that that’s the only way we know how to deal 
with things. If I wasn’t here, I would be in prison right 
now.”

Not only would Luke likely be in prison, but he also 
wouldn’t look like he does today at all. For years he had 
ear-spacing earrings (gauges), that made holes in his 
earlobes that stretched to 3 inches.  

“I’ve always wanted to get them fixed,” he says. But 
he never thought it would be possible. But while he’s 
been at the Mission, his new church family has come 
alongside him to help him get reconstructive surgery – 
you can see what he looks like now in his after photo. 

As important as the physical change is for getting jobs 
and doing things in the community without living 

under a sea of judgmental stares, for Luke, his internal 
transformation is what’s more important. 

“I was so broken; I just didn’t want to live anymore. I’ve 
tried suicide more than once; it never worked,” he says. 

Imagine that. Thinking that a good life is so impossible 
your only option is to end it all. 

Thankfully, Luke survived all those attempts. And 
thankfully he found out about the Mission and here  
he began a relationship with Jesus. 

“I’m getting over so much fear. That’s one thing I never 
thought was possible, but with God, everything’s 
possible, and He’s good all the time,” he says.  

Luke just started phase 4 of the Recovery Program and 
is set to graduate in November. Will you pray for him 
as he continues living the beautifully “impossible” life 
he now has? 

A NEW MAN, INSIDE AND OUT

“I never thought anyone could 
help me.” – Luke 

Even though he wanted 
to, Luke never thought 
he’d be able to have 
the holes in his ears 
repaired. But his church 
community saw his 
desire to get a fresh start 
physically, so they came 
around him to help him 
get corrective surgery to 
make him look like the 
new man he is!BEFORE AFTER

Please Pray 
• Please pray for continued 

protection for our residents 
and guests from COVID-19. 

• Pray for the health of all our 
our residents and guests, 
as well as our staff and 
volunteers. 

• Pray for Rick and Luke as 
they continue to live out their 
new lives. 

• Pray for wisdom that 
strengthens the unity of our 
staff. 

• Pray for continued 
transformation as God uses 
you to make the impossible, 
possible! 

It was so wonderful to get to host our 4th of July BBQ without some of the restrictions we dealt 
with last year. Joy was evident on all the faces of our guests! 



I RECENTLY DID SOMETHING that some people 
might think of as impossible. 

I completed the 100-mile endurance paddleboard 
race, California River Quest. Some of my 

friends and family thought I was crazy for 
even trying it, but I needed the challenge. I 

needed to see if I could do it. I needed to 
see if it was possible. And it was. 

And while an endurance race isn’t 
anywhere near the depth of challenges 
that Rick and Luke have overcome, it 
still gave me a different perspective of 
just how hard the men and women in 
the Recovery Program have to work. 

Overcoming the trauma of homelessness 
and addiction is grueling and painful, and 

it can’t be done alone. 

I would have never been able to finish the 
100-mile race without support. I wouldn’t 

have made it without God giving me strength, 
people praying for me, and people cheering me on, 

supplying me with food and hydration along the way. 

Rick and Luke would have never gotten to the places they are at 
today alone. They would never be living in freedom if they didn’t have the right tools, 
access to a proven program, financial support, and the prayers of people like you.

You helped make their transformation possible. And together, I know we can keep 
doing it for more of the men and women in our community who are in desperate need. 

Rolf Geyling
President
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Please give generously. 
So many of our neighbors are hopeless  

and in desperate need of help! 

Help Make the Impossible, Possible   

SEPTEMBER 2021

When you’re trapped in the cycle of 
decades of addiction and years of 
living on the street, it can feel like 
there’s no way to ever have a healthy, 
meaningful life. 

But you know that’s not true. You know 
that with God, anything is possible. 
And now, thanks to friends like you, 
Rick and Luke know it, too. 

They know that anyone can experience 
transformation because they’ve 
experienced it. 

Right now, there are others who  
are trapped in the despair and trauma 
of a painful, heartbreaking life. They 
need help to see that there is hope. 
They need help to see that new life  
is possible, even for them. 

You can help by sending a gift today. 

Each $70 you give will make sure that 
someone in desperate need doesn’t 
have to worry where they’ll sleep 
tonight or where their next meal is 
coming from. Even more important, 
your gift will offer new life by also 
sharing God’s love and providing 
counseling, job- and life-skills training, 
addiction recovery, and more for one 
person in our Recovery Program.

Your gift will help someone discover 
that even the “impossible” is possible 
with God and the support of caring 
people like you.

Recovery happens in relationships.

Each $70 provides a life-changing day of food, shelter, and recovery for one person! 

INSIDE:
We Need Each Other  |  3
“I never thought anyone could help me.”   |  4
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“ . . . Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,  
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and  

perfecter of faith.”  
Hebrews 12:1-2
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Help Make the “Impossible” Possible

(FullName)

(OrgName)

(Addr1)

(Addr2)

(City, State ZIP)

(barcode)

Dear (Salutationxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx),

I am thrilled to be sending you our Christmas newsletter. You’ll notice that it looks different 

than other newsletters you’ve gotten from Santa Barbara Rescue Mission. 

We redesigned it so that you could see more clearly the difference you are making. 

Inside as you might expect, we have updates for you on our construction and building 

campaign. God is faithful and wonderful things are happening. You can also learn what the 

Women’s Auxiliary is planning for Christmas and how you can help people in need during the 

holidays. This is a wonderful opportunity to share the joy and wonder of this time of year. 

What you might not expect to read is how landing in jail was the beginning of finding answers 

and meaning at Christmas. I think you’ll enjoy reading about Robyn’s story of how landing in the 

pokey (as she says it) was the beginning of a new family and a new life here at the Mission. She’s a 

powerful example of how God is using you to change lives for good.

Robyn is a unique but not unusual example of how people come to us mired in sin and 

heartbreak but find wholeness and a new life. Her life shows how every $XX.XX you give will change 

a life by providng meals, shelter and a full day of essential care. Even someone the world would 

think is hopeless can find a new life.  

       Meeting needs together,

 

       Rolf Geyling

       President

P.S. To help in time for Christmas, please send your gift by Dec. 20. Each $XX.XX you give 

provides a day of care (including meals and shelter) for someone like Robyn. 

You can also give your 
gift to 

change lives this
 Christmas securely 

at sbrm.org/give. 

I can hardly wait to 
hear what you think 
of the new newsletter! 

November 27, 2018

Yes, Rolf! I want to help someone else overcome years of devastating 

addiction, despair, and homelessness! I’m giving:  

m $_________ 

From:

 A Caring Neighbor

Each $70 you give provides a full day of food, shelter, counseling,  

and life-changing support for one person! 

The End That 
Became a BeginningWe 

Need Each 
Other 

           To give now, you can 
securely go online to: sbrm.org/hope

CAMPOUTON THECAMPOUTON THE

BAYOUBAYOUBAYOU

THE 20TH ANNUAL Benefit for the Santa Barbara Rescue Mission

SAVE THE DATE
OCTOBER 2, 2021, AT 2:00 P.M.

A Benefit for the Santa Barbara Rescue Mission
at the historic Rancho Dos Pueblos

 • Santa Barbara’s most popular
   Silent Auction with gifts and getaways

 • Tunes by The Idiomatiques

 • Campsite Dinner by Lorraine Lim Catering

For information, please contact Rebecca
at 805-966-1316, ext. 105 / rweber@sbrm.org

SAVE THE DATE: OCTOBER 2, 2021, AT 2:00 P.M.
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L E S S  T H A N  O N E
M O N T H  A W AY: 

Saturday, 
October 2nd

“When I came to the Mission, all my private possessions and 
everything were in one handheld Tupperware container, one of 
those clear and blue ones.” —Rick 

BAM! The judge’s gavel hit the bench. Six months of court-
mandated sober living. Rick hung his head. He knew he 

needed it but being in his forties and having battled addiction 
for over thirty years, Rick knew it wasn’t enough. 

“I’m one of those that started smoking marijuana and 
drinking and things at the ripe old age of nine,” he 
says. “I could stop for periods of time. There were 
points in time where I could stay sober and clean 
for five months, six months. I just couldn’t stay 
stopped.”

When the 6-month verdict came, Rick begged 
for more time. The judge thought he was crazy, 
but Rick said he wanted to go to Santa Barbara 
Rescue Mission for our 12-Month Residential 
Recovery Program. 

He knew it was his last chance. 

“I was at the age where either this would work 
for me or I’d be done,” he says. “This was pretty 
much the end for me.” 

Continued inside...

We’re back at the historic 
Rancho Dos Pueblos in 
person for our 20th annual 
benefit, Camp out on the 
Bayou. 

This year we’re honoring 
Gerd Jordano with the Léni 
Fé Bland Award, there will 
be a silent auction with 
gifts and getaways, music 
by the Idiomatiques, and a 
campsite dinner! This year, 
we plan to have both online 
and in-person options as 
community guidelines allow.

To find out more visit: 
sbrm.org/bayou
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“Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’ ” — Matthew 19:26 

Rick called the Mission every day until he could get 
into the program. 

“I came in with ripped up shoes. My Vans had holes 
in them. I had long hair. My t-shirt had holes. I wasn’t 
expected to pull through, but I knew that if I stuck  
with it, that things would change and that’s what I  
was looking for. I needed that change.” 

But even when he started the Recovery Program, 
people weren’t sure he’d make it. 

“I was not expected to graduate, and I was not 
expected to stay sober throughout my program,”  
he says. 

Rick Proved Everyone Wrong
But Rick did graduate – 8 years ago, in 2013. While he 
was at the Mission, he got a job at a gas station, and 
since then has worked his way up to manager. 

“I now manage this store, and it’s my store, my shop. 
It’s a multi-million-dollar gas station.” 

Rick has stayed sober all these years and has found 
a whole new life – one that he never thought was 
possible. And to be honest, some of us at the Mission 
didn’t think would be possible either. But God and 
friends like you made the impossible, possible. 

Rick is not only sober with a great job, but he 
volunteers here at the Mission with our new residents, 
giving them hope that if he could experience this kind 
of transformation, they can too. 

On top of it all, Rick knows the healing he’s 
experienced would truly have been impossible without 
the support of people like you. 

“Thank you for everything you do, 
because without your donations, none of 
this could be possible,” he says. 

Continued from cover
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“Being a graduate of the 
Mission has been the 

highlight of my life.” – Rick 

4th of July BBQ and Raffle Report 
This year’s 4th of July BBQ still looked a little different than it has in the 
past, but it was much closer to normal than last year. Without as many 
restrictions, we were able to have more activities, including a pie eating 
contest, a modified “dunk” tank, delicious BBQ, plus the Women’s Auxiliary 
provided plenty of wonderful fun raffle prizes for the guests to win. 

It was fun for all of us, but our homeless guests felt especially blessed. 

Luke’s dad was a drug addict. So is his brother. And so 
was he. 

“It’s just super sad,” he says. “We go through so much 
trauma that that’s the only way we know how to deal 
with things. If I wasn’t here, I would be in prison right 
now.”

Not only would Luke likely be in prison, but he also 
wouldn’t look like he does today at all. For years he had 
ear-spacing earrings (gauges), that made holes in his 
earlobes that stretched to 3 inches.  

“I’ve always wanted to get them fixed,” he says. But 
he never thought it would be possible. But while he’s 
been at the Mission, his new church family has come 
alongside him to help him get reconstructive surgery – 
you can see what he looks like now in his after photo. 

As important as the physical change is for getting jobs 
and doing things in the community without living 

under a sea of judgmental stares, for Luke, his internal 
transformation is what’s more important. 

“I was so broken; I just didn’t want to live anymore. I’ve 
tried suicide more than once; it never worked,” he says. 

Imagine that. Thinking that a good life is so impossible 
your only option is to end it all. 

Thankfully, Luke survived all those attempts. And 
thankfully he found out about the Mission and here  
he began a relationship with Jesus. 

“I’m getting over so much fear. That’s one thing I never 
thought was possible, but with God, everything’s 
possible, and He’s good all the time,” he says.  

Luke just started phase 4 of the Recovery Program and 
is set to graduate in November. Will you pray for him 
as he continues living the beautifully “impossible” life 
he now has? 

A NEW MAN, INSIDE AND OUT

“I never thought anyone could 
help me.” – Luke 

Even though he wanted 
to, Luke never thought 
he’d be able to have 
the holes in his ears 
repaired. But his church 
community saw his 
desire to get a fresh start 
physically, so they came 
around him to help him 
get corrective surgery to 
make him look like the 
new man he is!BEFORE AFTER

Please Pray 
• Please pray for continued 

protection for our residents 
and guests from COVID-19. 

• Pray for the health of all our 
our residents and guests, 
as well as our staff and 
volunteers. 

• Pray for Rick and Luke as 
they continue to live out their 
new lives. 

• Pray for wisdom that 
strengthens the unity of our 
staff. 

• Pray for continued 
transformation as God uses 
you to make the impossible, 
possible! 

It was so wonderful to get to host our 4th of July BBQ without some of the restrictions we dealt 
with last year. Joy was evident on all the faces of our guests! 
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“Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’ ” — Matthew 19:26 

Rick called the Mission every day until he could get 
into the program. 

“I came in with ripped up shoes. My Vans had holes 
in them. I had long hair. My t-shirt had holes. I wasn’t 
expected to pull through, but I knew that if I stuck  
with it, that things would change and that’s what I  
was looking for. I needed that change.” 

But even when he started the Recovery Program, 
people weren’t sure he’d make it. 

“I was not expected to graduate, and I was not 
expected to stay sober throughout my program,”  
he says. 

Rick Proved Everyone Wrong
But Rick did graduate – 8 years ago, in 2013. While he 
was at the Mission, he got a job at a gas station, and 
since then has worked his way up to manager. 

“I now manage this store, and it’s my store, my shop. 
It’s a multi-million-dollar gas station.” 

Rick has stayed sober all these years and has found 
a whole new life – one that he never thought was 
possible. And to be honest, some of us at the Mission 
didn’t think would be possible either. But God and 
friends like you made the impossible, possible. 

Rick is not only sober with a great job, but he 
volunteers here at the Mission with our new residents, 
giving them hope that if he could experience this kind 
of transformation, they can too. 

On top of it all, Rick knows the healing he’s 
experienced would truly have been impossible without 
the support of people like you. 

“Thank you for everything you do, 
because without your donations, none of 
this could be possible,” he says. 
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“Being a graduate of the 
Mission has been the 

highlight of my life.” – Rick 

4th of July BBQ and Raffle Report 
This year’s 4th of July BBQ still looked a little different than it has in the 
past, but it was much closer to normal than last year. Without as many 
restrictions, we were able to have more activities, including a pie eating 
contest, a modified “dunk” tank, delicious BBQ, plus the Women’s Auxiliary 
provided plenty of wonderful fun raffle prizes for the guests to win. 

It was fun for all of us, but our homeless guests felt especially blessed. 

Luke’s dad was a drug addict. So is his brother. And so 
was he. 

“It’s just super sad,” he says. “We go through so much 
trauma that that’s the only way we know how to deal 
with things. If I wasn’t here, I would be in prison right 
now.”

Not only would Luke likely be in prison, but he also 
wouldn’t look like he does today at all. For years he had 
ear-spacing earrings (gauges), that made holes in his 
earlobes that stretched to 3 inches.  

“I’ve always wanted to get them fixed,” he says. But 
he never thought it would be possible. But while he’s 
been at the Mission, his new church family has come 
alongside him to help him get reconstructive surgery – 
you can see what he looks like now in his after photo. 

As important as the physical change is for getting jobs 
and doing things in the community without living 

under a sea of judgmental stares, for Luke, his internal 
transformation is what’s more important. 

“I was so broken; I just didn’t want to live anymore. I’ve 
tried suicide more than once; it never worked,” he says. 

Imagine that. Thinking that a good life is so impossible 
your only option is to end it all. 

Thankfully, Luke survived all those attempts. And 
thankfully he found out about the Mission and here  
he began a relationship with Jesus. 

“I’m getting over so much fear. That’s one thing I never 
thought was possible, but with God, everything’s 
possible, and He’s good all the time,” he says.  

Luke just started phase 4 of the Recovery Program and 
is set to graduate in November. Will you pray for him 
as he continues living the beautifully “impossible” life 
he now has? 

A NEW MAN, INSIDE AND OUT

“I never thought anyone could 
help me.” – Luke 

Even though he wanted 
to, Luke never thought 
he’d be able to have 
the holes in his ears 
repaired. But his church 
community saw his 
desire to get a fresh start 
physically, so they came 
around him to help him 
get corrective surgery to 
make him look like the 
new man he is!BEFORE AFTER

Please Pray 
• Please pray for continued 

protection for our residents 
and guests from COVID-19. 

• Pray for the health of all our 
our residents and guests, 
as well as our staff and 
volunteers. 

• Pray for Rick and Luke as 
they continue to live out their 
new lives. 

• Pray for wisdom that 
strengthens the unity of our 
staff. 

• Pray for continued 
transformation as God uses 
you to make the impossible, 
possible! 

It was so wonderful to get to host our 4th of July BBQ without some of the restrictions we dealt 
with last year. Joy was evident on all the faces of our guests! 



I RECENTLY DID SOMETHING that some people 
might think of as impossible. 

I completed the 100-mile endurance paddleboard 
race, California River Quest. Some of my 

friends and family thought I was crazy for 
even trying it, but I needed the challenge. I 

needed to see if I could do it. I needed to 
see if it was possible. And it was. 

And while an endurance race isn’t 
anywhere near the depth of challenges 
that Rick and Luke have overcome, it 
still gave me a different perspective of 
just how hard the men and women in 
the Recovery Program have to work. 

Overcoming the trauma of homelessness 
and addiction is grueling and painful, and 

it can’t be done alone. 

I would have never been able to finish the 
100-mile race without support. I wouldn’t 

have made it without God giving me strength, 
people praying for me, and people cheering me on, 

supplying me with food and hydration along the way. 

Rick and Luke would have never gotten to the places they are at 
today alone. They would never be living in freedom if they didn’t have the right tools, 
access to a proven program, financial support, and the prayers of people like you.

You helped make their transformation possible. And together, I know we can keep 
doing it for more of the men and women in our community who are in desperate need. 

Rolf Geyling
President

535 East Yanonali Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93103

805-966-1316
sbrm.org

is a publication of
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Please give generously. 
So many of our neighbors are hopeless  

and in desperate need of help! 

Help Make the Impossible, Possible   

SEPTEMBER 2021

When you’re trapped in the cycle of 
decades of addiction and years of 
living on the street, it can feel like 
there’s no way to ever have a healthy, 
meaningful life. 

But you know that’s not true. You know 
that with God, anything is possible. 
And now, thanks to friends like you, 
Rick and Luke know it, too. 

They know that anyone can experience 
transformation because they’ve 
experienced it. 

Right now, there are others who  
are trapped in the despair and trauma 
of a painful, heartbreaking life. They 
need help to see that there is hope. 
They need help to see that new life  
is possible, even for them. 

You can help by sending a gift today. 

Each $70 you give will make sure that 
someone in desperate need doesn’t 
have to worry where they’ll sleep 
tonight or where their next meal is 
coming from. Even more important, 
your gift will offer new life by also 
sharing God’s love and providing 
counseling, job- and life-skills training, 
addiction recovery, and more for one 
person in our Recovery Program.

Your gift will help someone discover 
that even the “impossible” is possible 
with God and the support of caring 
people like you.

Recovery happens in relationships.

Each $70 provides a life-changing day of food, shelter, and recovery for one person! 

INSIDE:
We Need Each Other  |  3
“I never thought anyone could help me.”   |  4
Help Make the Impossible, Possible  |  6 sbrm.org

“ . . . Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,  
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and  

perfecter of faith.”  
Hebrews 12:1-2

PLEASE 

PLACE

STAMP

HERE

535 E. Yanonali St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93103-3254

A18091AZ

Postmaster: 

Please Deliver ASAP! 

535 East Yanonali Street  |  Santa Barbara, California 93103-3254  |  805-966-1316  |  sbrm.org

If you would like to charge your gift by credit card, please use reverse side or give via our secure website at sbrm.org/hope

Santa Barbara Rescue Mission  535 East Yanonali St.  |  Santa Barbara, CA 93103-3254  |  805-966-1316  |  sbrm.org

Help Make the “Impossible” Possible

(FullName)

(OrgName)

(Addr1)

(Addr2)

(City, State ZIP)

(barcode)

Dear (Salutationxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx),

I am thrilled to be sending you our Christmas newsletter. You’ll notice that it looks different 

than other newsletters you’ve gotten from Santa Barbara Rescue Mission. 

We redesigned it so that you could see more clearly the difference you are making. 

Inside as you might expect, we have updates for you on our construction and building 

campaign. God is faithful and wonderful things are happening. You can also learn what the 

Women’s Auxiliary is planning for Christmas and how you can help people in need during the 

holidays. This is a wonderful opportunity to share the joy and wonder of this time of year. 

What you might not expect to read is how landing in jail was the beginning of finding answers 

and meaning at Christmas. I think you’ll enjoy reading about Robyn’s story of how landing in the 

pokey (as she says it) was the beginning of a new family and a new life here at the Mission. She’s a 

powerful example of how God is using you to change lives for good.

Robyn is a unique but not unusual example of how people come to us mired in sin and 

heartbreak but find wholeness and a new life. Her life shows how every $XX.XX you give will change 

a life by providng meals, shelter and a full day of essential care. Even someone the world would 

think is hopeless can find a new life.  

       Meeting needs together,

 

       Rolf Geyling

       President

P.S. To help in time for Christmas, please send your gift by Dec. 20. Each $XX.XX you give 

provides a day of care (including meals and shelter) for someone like Robyn. 

You can also give your 
gift to 

change lives this
 Christmas securely 

at sbrm.org/give. 

I can hardly wait to 
hear what you think 
of the new newsletter! 

November 27, 2018

Yes, Rolf! I want to help someone else overcome years of devastating 

addiction, despair, and homelessness! I’m giving:  

m $_________ 

From:

 A Caring Neighbor

Each $70 you give provides a full day of food, shelter, counseling,  

and life-changing support for one person! 

The End That 
Became a BeginningWe 

Need Each 
Other 

           To give now, you can 
securely go online to: sbrm.org/hope

CAMPOUTON THECAMPOUTON THE

BAYOUBAYOUBAYOU

THE 20TH ANNUAL Benefit for the Santa Barbara Rescue Mission

SAVE THE DATE
OCTOBER 2, 2021, AT 2:00 P.M.

A Benefit for the Santa Barbara Rescue Mission
at the historic Rancho Dos Pueblos

 • Santa Barbara’s most popular
   Silent Auction with gifts and getaways

 • Tunes by The Idiomatiques

 • Campsite Dinner by Lorraine Lim Catering

For information, please contact Rebecca
at 805-966-1316, ext. 105 / rweber@sbrm.org

SAVE THE DATE: OCTOBER 2, 2021, AT 2:00 P.M.

535 East Yanonali Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93103
www.sbrm.org

CAMPOUTON THECAMPOUTON THE

BAYOUBAYOUBAYOU

L E S S  T H A N  O N E
M O N T H  A W AY: 

Saturday, 
October 2nd

“When I came to the Mission, all my private possessions and 
everything were in one handheld Tupperware container, one of 
those clear and blue ones.” —Rick 

BAM! The judge’s gavel hit the bench. Six months of court-
mandated sober living. Rick hung his head. He knew he 

needed it but being in his forties and having battled addiction 
for over thirty years, Rick knew it wasn’t enough. 

“I’m one of those that started smoking marijuana and 
drinking and things at the ripe old age of nine,” he 
says. “I could stop for periods of time. There were 
points in time where I could stay sober and clean 
for five months, six months. I just couldn’t stay 
stopped.”

When the 6-month verdict came, Rick begged 
for more time. The judge thought he was crazy, 
but Rick said he wanted to go to Santa Barbara 
Rescue Mission for our 12-Month Residential 
Recovery Program. 

He knew it was his last chance. 

“I was at the age where either this would work 
for me or I’d be done,” he says. “This was pretty 
much the end for me.” 

Continued inside...

We’re back at the historic 
Rancho Dos Pueblos in 
person for our 20th annual 
benefit, Camp out on the 
Bayou. 

This year we’re honoring 
Gerd Jordano with the Léni 
Fé Bland Award, there will 
be a silent auction with 
gifts and getaways, music 
by the Idiomatiques, and a 
campsite dinner! This year, 
we plan to have both online 
and in-person options as 
community guidelines allow.

To find out more visit: 
sbrm.org/bayou




